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hung with the fox-skins of this and the last year's skinning,
here and there a polecat intermixed, guns and keepers' and
huntsmen's poles in abundance. The parlour was a large
long room, as properly furnished ; on a great hearth
paved with brick lay some terriers and the choicest hounds
and spaniels ; seldom but two of the great chairs had
litters of young cats in them, which were not to be dis-
turbed, he having always three or four attending him at
dinner, and a little white round stick of fourteen inches
long lying by his trencher, that he might defend such J0
meat as he had no mind to part with to them. The
windows, which were very large, served for places to lay
his arrows, crossbows, stonebows, and other such like
accoutrements ; the corners of the room full of the best
chose hunting and hawking poles ; an oyster-table at the
lower end, which was of constant use twice a day all the
year-round, for he never failed to eat oysters before dinner
and supper through all seasons : the neighbouring town
of Poole supplied him with them. The upper part of this
room had two small tables and a desk, on the one side of 20
which was a church Bible, on the other the Book of
Martyrs ; on the tables were hawks' hoods, bells, and
such like, two or three old green hats with their crowns
thrust in so as to hold ten or a dozen eggs, which were of
a pheasant kind of poultry he took much care of and fed
himself ; tables, dice, cards, and boxes were not wanting.
In the hole of the desk were store of tobacco-pipes that
had been used. On one side of this end of the room was
the door of a closet, wherein stood the strong beer and the
wine, which never came thence but in single glasses, that 30